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CHESNUT LODGE SCHOOL
ADMISSIONS POLICY

Pupils with Special Educational Needs

Admissions to school are determined by the Local Authority.  Pupils are usually admitted with an Education Health, Care Plan (EHCP), but occasionally the SEN service may request that a pupil is admitted for a period of assessment.  All requests are considered by the school with careful consideration given to health and safety, the needs of the child and the pupils already in the group, staffing, pupil numbers and physical space within the required classroom.
Chesnut Lodge will consider placements for Vulnerable 2s.  All applications must go through Belinda Yen at Halton Local Authority.

Occasionally Chesnut Lodge is asked to take pupils from other Local Authorities.  All applications must be made through the SEN service at Halton Local Authority.
Mainstream Pupils in the Nursery

Mainstream pupils can be admitted after their third Birthday.  There are two admission dates: 1st September and 1st January.

In line with Halton Borough Council’s policy, the criteria for admission are in the following order:

1. Children in Need as defined by the Children’s Act 1989.  Those with the highest priority of need amongst these children will be referred through Social Services and, in the case of a disabled child, through the Health Authority.

2. Children with Special Educational Needs, who have an EHCP and for whom the Local Authority wishes to make provision in this sector.

3. Children for whom exceptional personal/domestic circumstances presented by the parents justify admission in the view of the Local Authority.
4. Other admissions.

5. Non-Halton pupils.

In the event of over subscription, priority for mainstream admissions will be determined by:

1. The age of the child.

2. The proximity of the child’s residence to the school.

3. Siblings (pupils with elder brothers or sisters already attending the Nursery and expected to be on roll at the time of admission for the place requested) in the school.
School will seek to identify pupils who are privately fostered and if so, check whether Children’s Social Care have been notified. If not, the person privately fostering will be advised to inform the Local Authority immediately.
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